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Abstract

In the original paper, Mohammadi Sedaran et al. (2021) (DOR:
20.1001.1.17352347.1400.17.2.11.4) assessed the water
resources carrying capacity using a combined simulation-
indicators system approach in the Zarrineh-Roud river basin.
In the original paper, river basin modeling focuses on
agriculture using the SWAT model, and system identification
is made using the pressure-support-state framework. Then a set
of indicators is used based on the pressure-support-state
framework for system analysis. This research provides a
valuable analysis of the system under study. However,
according to the title used, the mentioned research has some
drawbacks in carrying capacity assessment that will be
addressed in this discussion. The present discussion criticizes
different sections of the original article, including (1) literature
review and research problem, (2) the implemented definition
of the carrying capacity, (3) methodology, and (4) the results.
In this discussion, first, the theoretical framework of the
discussion is presented. Then, the different sections of the
article will be examined. The objection to the content will be
presented by reviewing each section, then appropriate
references and methodological recommendations are provided
during the review.
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Table 1- The eight subcategories and 17 resource components necessary for a resource-based carrying
capacity assessment model based on Lane et al. (2014)
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Discussion and Closure

Investigating the Views on the Concepts of
Carrying Capacity and Water Resources
Carrying Capacity Around the Critique of the
Article “Assessment of Water Resources Carrying
Capacity of the River Basins Using the Simulation
Approach and Index-Based Evaluation Method;
Case Study: Zarrineh-Roud Basin”

H. Mohammadi Sedaran ?*, M. Delavar?, and M.R.
Shahbazbegian®

Abstract

As other researchers have shown, one of the main problems in studies
in carrying capacity is not paying attention to the evolution of this
concept and its various aspects. Therefore, this paper has been
compiled to investigate one of these cases, namely the article “Critique
of the article on assessment of water resources carrying capacity of the
river basins using the simulation approach and index-based evaluation
method; case study: Zarrineh-Roud basin”. This article tries to explain
and supplement the arguments and views of the critic(s) constructively
and to eliminate the doubts and shortcomings of the statements made
and increase the awareness of the audience of the article. This article
first tries to provide a correct view of these concepts. It eliminates the
essential ambiguities in the opinions expressed in this field by stating
the concepts of carrying capacity and carrying capacity of water
resources and introducing reputable authorities. Then all their
ambiguities were answered with various, understandable and
straightforward arguments based on the critic's point of view and
extracted from the references they have studied. It should be noted that
the innovation and scientific value of the article is in approach, the
evaluation framework and methods. The approach and methodology
recommended in the articles cited by the critics have been considered
as the missing key to the other research. The issues raised by the critic
are the principles of the carrying capacity studies, which have been
considered in the published article. The concept of carrying capacity is
complex with scattered literature, so ambiguities and disagreements
about this concept are axiomatic. Therefore, introducing the concept
of resources and environment carrying capacity into the scientific
literature of the country depends on the special attention of domestic
researchers to this concept and the synergy between them. Obviously,
scientific and constructive critiques will be constructive in this
direction.

Keywords: Carrying Capacity, Water Resources, Evaluation
Framework, Sustainability, Scientific Critique.
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conception of the effect of human activity, namely, the

threshold of the effect of human activities which the
environment in a given region can bear at a certain period

” . oy s
and under certain conditions.”
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“The framework presented assesses the major
pressures caused by human activities against

sustainability thresholds for these activities to
determine if they have exceeded the human

” carrying capacity
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Fig. 1- Conceptual model of regional sustainability and carrying

capacity place in it (Graymore, 2005; Graymore et al., 2010)
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“Nevertheless, it should be noted that the threshold
of the ecological environment carrying capacity
would not occur in reality since the damage
experiment for human-nature system cannot be
”.conducted

e S o &S WS o AST 55 Arrow et al. (1995)

“Carrying capacities in nature are not fixed, static,
or simple relations. They are contingent on
technology, preferences, and the structure of
production and consumption. They are also
contingent on the everchanging state of interactions
between the physical and biotic environment. A
single number for human carrying capacity would
be meaningless because the consequences of both
human innovation and biological evolution are
inherently unknowable.”
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“An environment's carrying capacity is its maximum
persistently supportable load”

Slply oy cudyb a8 WS o i Rees (1996) (yuiowed
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“For purposes of game and range management,
carrying capacity is usually defined as the
maximum population of a given species that can be
supported indefinitely in a defined habitat without
permanently impairing the productivity of that
habitat. However, because of our seeming ability to
increase our own carrying capacity by eliminating
competing species, by importing locally scarce
resources, and through technology, this definition
seems irrelevant to humans. Indeed, trade and
technology are often cited as reasons for rejecting
the concept of human carrying capacity out of
hand." This is an ironic error shrinking carrying
capacity may soon become the single most
important issue confronting humanity. The reason
for this becomes clearer if we define carrying
capacity not as a maximum population but rather as
the maximum "load" that can safely be imposed on
the environment by people. Human load is a
function not only of population but also of per
capita consumption and the latter is increasing even
more rapidly than the former due (ironically) to
expanding trade and technology. As Catton (1986)
observes: "The world is being required to
accommodate not just more people, but effectively
'larger’ people . . ." For example, in 1790 the
estimated average daily energy consumption by
Americans was 11,000 kcal. By 1980, this had
increased almost twenty-fold to 210,000 kcal/day
(Catton 1986). As a result of such trends, load
pressure relative to carrying capacity is rising
much faster than is implied by mere population
increases. “
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Fig. 2- Carrier-load structure for examining
water resources carrying capacity (Liao et
al., 2020)
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“Carrying capacities in nature are not fixed, static,
or simple relations. They are contingent on
technology, preferences, and the structure of
production _and consumption. They are also
contingent on the everchanging state of interactions

” between the physical and biotic environment

Copde o 5y9l8 8 S Jlasys 35 Jiaetal. (2018) Koo )b
Sp by e S ob)l Cllas )3 (olaibl drwgs o 5
ol 03,5 WSt pole
The social and economic systems are the main
supporting bodies of water environment, and the
composition, structure and state of the system affect
the carrying capacity and carrying status. Therefore,
the carrying capacity of water environment cannot
be separated from specific technology and
management. The limitation of water environmental
carrying capacity is related to the level of technology
and management, which are mainly embodied in the
level of economic and technological development
and utilization of water resources, water
consumption and the level of pollutant discharge and
structure in all the industries and the phases of social
life, as well as in the optimal allocation of water
resources. The exploitation and utilization potential
generated by the economic  development,
technological progress and improvement of
population gquality can strengthen the assimilative
capacity of water bodies and water resources
supporting capacity. Therefore, it is possible to
enhance the carrying capacity and its exploitation
and utilization potential of water environment by
improving the level of economy and technology and
readjusting the industrial structure.
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“In its broadest sense, carrying capacity refers to the
ability of a system to support an activity or feature at

a given level.”
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“given the fundamental uncertainties about the
nature of ecosystem dynamics and the dramatic
consequences we would face if we were to guess
wrong, it is necessary that we act in a precautionary
way so as to maintain the diversity and resilience of

ecosystems.”
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Furthermore, it must bring the information together
using an aggregation method that recognises a
system, or a system dimension, which cannot be
assessed in isolation from the systems it is dependent
upon. Also, to be useful for decisionmaking, any
sustainability assessment needs to have quantifiable
criterion for monitoring. Moreover, any policy
relevant measurement framework should deliver
information that is easy to understand and
communicate to professionals, politicians, formal
and informal stakeholders, and the general public so
its potential to guide strategic planning for
sustainability is maximised. Presenting accessible
and understandable data facilitates public
awareness about sustainability and advances the
possibilities of transparent decision-making. But
most importantly, and a primary focus of our paper,
it must be able to assess sustainability at the regional
scale. In a recent study, the effectiveness of five

commonly  used  sustainability = assessment
frameworks—ecological ~ footprint, wellbeing
assessment, quality of life, ecosystem health

assessment and natural resource availability—were
evaluated at the regional scale. This study found that
none of these methods were entirely effective at this
scale, mainly due to the large amounts of data
required for the assessments, much of which is not
available at the regional scale. Furthermore, the
assessment methods were limited in their ability to
fully assess regional sustainability, as they
concentrated on the condition of part of the system
without assessing the cause of any change. None of
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the methods evaluated used aggregation methods
that combined indicators based on the interactions
between indicators and their differing impacts on
sustainability to produce an overall sustainability
assessment without the loss of information about
the system. Thus, we demonstrated the lack of an
effective assessment method for sustainability
monitoring and evaluation at the regional scale. In
that paper, we called for the development of a
regional sustainability assessment framework based
on the best science and data at the regional scale to
produce an effective tool for regional managers to
use in the adaptive management process. The method
must be able to produce wellinformed decision-
making, policy development and implementation of
sustainability programs and management actions to
help achieve regional sustainability. It also needs to
facilitate learning about regional sustainability for
managers.
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S Caol a5 Lo (Graymore et al., 2010) <ol

Achieving __ regional __sustainability __requires
assessment methods that reliably and validly
measure regional sustainability and thereby
increase the potential for well-informed planning
and decision-making. An effective sustainability
assessment method provides information about the
overall sustainability of a system without losing
information about system parts. Its approach is
necessarily holistic covering aspects of system
viability, performance and sustainability with the
largest impact on the overall system's sustainability.
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Table 1- The eight subcategories and 17 resource components necessary for a resource-based carrying capacity
assessment model based on Lane et al. (2014)
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Present
?\litr??l;)e? C;t:g%ry Components components in this Description
paper
(1) Total food, (2) )
earEap (9 R e o oo AT
| Food (4) Activity level, (5) No hg sy put,
Avoidable waste, (6) aven t used to estimate
Recycling carrying capacity
I Climate (7) Short term and long Yes - Climate was considered as
term part of SWAT model inputs
. . - Irrigation and agriculture is
11| Agriculture ®) Org?rr::c ;ggrzmg, ©) Yes a sub module of SWAT
g model
(10) All textiles, (11)
v Textiles Natural fiber, (12) No
Wool/fiber
v Fuel (13) All Ilqmd fuel, (14) No
Biofuel
VI Timber (15) Timber No
VI Infrastructure (16) Infrastructure No
VI Nature (17) Nature reserve No
reserve
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Water Carrying Capacity definition modelisation (WCC)

Territory
1
v v
Natural Built
environment environment
l |
R 2
| Bio-region / Administratives limits I
Territory Carrying Capacity (TCC)
L
Eco-Environmental Carrying Capacity (EECC) Urban Carrying Capacity (UCC)
—
| 1 : H + H
' Eco- Institutional | | Sensory I | Infrastructure I
| Environmental
Cultivated Components
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= = o e e e
I ‘| Water | Air Energy Vegetation Land Utilities Equipements |,
Water I Natural ressources I Logistic l
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=) Dependence === Procurement

(WCC)

Fig. 3- The place of the concept of water resources carrying capacity in resource and environmental carrying
capacity studies (Magri, A., & Berezowska-Azzag, 2019)
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