ol ) ol aalie Olidsd
Iran-Water Resources
Research
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Triple-Hybrid Metamodel of MLP-PSO-
ARIMA for Forecasting the FDSD Index: A
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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the performance of the
triple-hybrid metamodel of MLP-PSO-ARIMA in forecasting
the frequency of dust storm days (FDSD) index across seven
selected stations in Khuzestan Province during a 50-year
statistical period (1970-2019). The results of the proposed
triple-hybrid metamodel was compared against the standalone
MLP and ARIMA models, as well as the hybrid models of
MLP-PSO, ARIMA-PSO, and MLP-ARIMA, using
performance metrics including R, RMSE, MAE, and NS. All
the tested models demonstrated their highest accuracy during
the first and second seasonal combinations. Accordingly, it
was concluded that utilizing data from one or two preceding
seasons yield more accurate predictions of the FDSD index for
subsequent seasons in Khuzestan Province, whereas
incorporating data from the third and fourth seasons does not
enhance forecasting performance. Moreover, the multilayer
perceptron (MLP) neural network outperformed the Box-
Jenkins ARIMA model in predicting dust storm events in the
region. While combining the MLP and ARIMA models
improved the accuracy compared to their standalone
counterparts, the improvement was not statistically significant.
In contrast, the proposed triple-hybrid metamodel exhibited a
statistically significant enhancement in accuracy over the dual-
hybrid models.
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Table 1- Dust classification by visibility range and intensity (Shahsavani et al., 2010)
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Horizontal Visibility Range Description Dust Event Type
Less than 1000 meters The most severe type of dust occurrence that completely pollutes Dust Storm
the air. In very severe cases, horizontal visibility can drop to
nearly zero.

1000 to 10,000 meters Dust with moderate intensity occurs- the height of dust- and sand- Blowing Dust
carrying winds is considerable.
Less than 10,000 meters The lowest intensity of occurrence. Suspended Dust
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Table 2- WMO codes for dust phenomena (Socha et al., 2008)
(Socha et al., 2008) ;L g 3,5 ooy 41 bgiyo wlinilgn Sk lojlw B -Y Jous

Code Explanation
06 Dust haze
07 Raised dust or sand
08 Well-developed dust whirls (dust devils)
09 Distant or past dust storm (distant at time of obs or past station in the past hour
30 DECREASED slight or moderate sand or dust storm with visibility <1000 m but >200 m
31 STABLE slight or moderate sand or dust storm with visibility <1000 m but >200 m
32 BEGUN or INCREASING slight or moderate sand or dust storm with visibility <1000 m but >200 m
33 DECREASED severe dust storm with visibility <200 m
34 Stable severe dust storm with visibility <200 m
35 BEGUN or INCREASING severe dust storm with visibility <200 m
98 Thunderstorm with dust or sand storm
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Fig. 2- Multi-Layer Perceptron (MLP) Algorithm (Chan et al., 2023)
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Table 3- Core parameter configurations for non-seasonal ARIMA models
(Kontopoulou et al., 2023) ARIMA _Juad pé W Jao sl ol yiol,b scuS 5 - Joun

Prediction equations ARIMA(p,d,q)

first-order autoregressive model ARIMA (1,0,0)

random walk ARIMA (0,1,0)

differenced first-order autoregressive model ARIMA (1,1,0)
simple exponential smoothing ARIMA (0,1,1)

simple exponential smoothing with growth ARIMA (0,1,1)
linear exponential smoothing ARIMA (0,2,1)

linear exponential smoothing ARIMA (0,2,2)
damped-trend linear exponential smoothing ARIMA ARIMA (1,1,2)
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Table 3- Statistical metrics of ARIMA model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD ol ot viws joliiods ARIMA Jio &1 (639,9 (sW0315 (5 kol gl —F Joua

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS

1 0471 0381 0483 0523 0488 0367 0451 0.541
Abadan 2 0471 0382 0484 0523 0487 0367 0452  0.539
3 0470 0382 0484 0523 0487 0368 0452  0.539
4 0469 0.383 0485 0522 0486 0369 0453  0.538
1 0469 0384 0486 0521 0486 0369 0453 0.537
Ahvaz 2 0468 0385 0486 0521 0486 0370 0454 0.537
3 0467 0385 0487 0520 0486 0370 0454  0.536
4 0466 0386 0488 0519 0485 0371 0455 0.534
1 0466 0387 0489 0518 0484 0372 0456 0.534
Bostan 2 0.465 0388 0489 0517 0483 0373 0457 0.532
3 0464 0389 0490 0516 0482 0373 0458 0531
4 0463 0390 0490 0515 0481 0374 0459  0.530
. 1 0462 0391 0490 0514 0481 0374 0459 0.529
Masjedsoleyman 2 0461 0392 0491 0513 0481 0375 0461  0.528
3 0462 0393 0492 0513 0481 0376 0462  0.527
4 0460 0394 0493 0512 0479 0377 0463 0.527
1 0460 0395 0494 0512 0478 0378 0464 0.526
Bandare- 2 0459 0396 0494 0511 0477 0379 0465 0.525
Mahshahr 3 0453 0397 0495 0510 0476 0381 0466 0254
4 0452 0398 0496 0509 0475 0382 0467 0.253
1 0451 0398 0497 0508 0474 0383 0468 0.522
Safiabad 2 0451 0398 0498 0507 0473 0384 0469 0.521
3 0451 0399 0499 0506 0473 0385 0470 0.520
4 0.449 0401 0499 0505 0472 038 0471 0.519
1 0.448 0402 0501 0504 0471 0387 0471 0518
Dezful 2 0.447 0402 0501 0503 0469 0388 0472  0.517
3 0.447 0403 0502 0502 0468 0389 0473 0.516
4 0446 0404 0503 0502 0467 0389 0474 0514
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Table 4- Statistical metrics of MLP model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD o L _gws yims yoliiods MLP Juto 4 (6399 (sW0315 (g lof guolis -F Jou>

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS
1 0521 0356 0458 0657 0.541 0332 0432 0671
Abadan 2 0.521 0356 0458 0.656 0.541 0334 0432  0.671
3 0.520 0357 0459 0656 0.541 0335 0431 0.671
4 0.519 0358  0.459  0.655 0.541 0335 0430 0.669
1 0518 0359 0460 0654 0539 0336 0429 0.668
Ahvaz 2 0.517 0361 0460 0653 0539 0337 0429  0.667
3 0516 0362 0460 0653 0538 0338 0429  0.667
4 0516 0363 0461 0.652 0.538 0339 0428  0.665
1 0517 0364 0462 0651 0.540 0341 0428 0.664
Bostan 2 0517 0365 0.463 0649 0537 0342 0427  0.663
3 0514 0366 0.464 0.648 0.537 0343 0427  0.663
4 0514 0367 0465 0647 0536 0344 0426 0.662
1 0514 0368 0466 0646 0534 0345 0425 0.661
Masjedsoleyman 2 0513 0369  0.467 0646 0.534 0346 0424  0.660
3 0516 0371 0468 0.645 0.533 0347 0423  0.660
4 0513 0372 0469 0644 0532 0348 0421  0.659
1 0512 0373 0471 0643 0531 0348 0419 0.659
Bandare- 2 0512 0374 0472 0642 0531 0349 0419  0.658
Mahshahr 3 0511 0374 0473 0.641 0529 0349 0418 0.657
4 0511 0375 0474 0641 0529 0351 0417  0.657
1 0511 0376 0475 0639 0528 0352 0417 0.656
Safiabad 2 0.509 0377 0476 0.638 0.528 0353 0416 0.655
3 0.508 0378  0.477 0.637 0.527 0354 0416 0.654
4 0.507 0378 0.478 0636 0.527 0355 0416 0.653
1 0507 0379 0479 0635 0526 0356 0.414 0.652
Desful 2 0.507 0380 0481 0634 0525 0357 0413  0.651
3 0.506 0381 0481 0633 0524 0357 0412  0.649
4 0.506 0383 0482 0632 0523 0358 0411  0.648
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Table 5- Statistical metrics of ARIMA-PSO model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD ol ot viws joliieds ARIMA-PSO Juo 4 (5399 s031> (5 bl gl -0 Joio

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS
1 0455 0394 0498 0503 0.464 0387 0513 0528
Abadan 2 0454 0394 0498 0503 0.464 0388 0513  0.528
3 0454 0395 0498 0503 0.463 0388 0514 0.528
4 0454 0396 0499 0502 0.462 0388 0515 0.527
1 0453 0398 0499 0501 0461 038 0516 0527
Ahvaz 2 0452 0397 0500 0501 0.460 0391 0517 0.526
3 0451 0397 0501 0501 0460 0390 0518 0.525
4 0451 0397 0501 0499 0.459 0392 0519 0524
1 0450 0398 0501 0498 0.458 0392 0519 0524
Bostan 2 0449 0399 0501 0498 0457 0393 0520 0.523
3 0448 0399 0502 0497 0.457 0394 0521  0.522
4 0446 0399 0502 0496 0456 0394 0522 0.521
1 0446 0400 0503 0465 0455 0394 0523 0521
Masjedsoleyman 2 0447 0.400  0.504 0494 0.454 0395 0524 0.520
3 0445 0401 0502 0493 0453 0395 0525 0.519
4 0444 0402 0502 0492 0452 0395 0526 0518
1 0443 0402 0505 0491 0451 0396 0527 0517
Bandare- 2 0442 0.403 0506 0490 0451 0397 0528 0516
Mahshahr 3 0441 0.404 0507 0489 0451 0397 0528 0.515
4 0440 0.405 0508 0488 0.451 0397 0529 0514
1 0439 0.406 0509 0487 0449 0397 0530 0513
Safiabad 2 0438 0.407 0509 0486 0.448 0398 0531  0.512
3 0437 0408 0510 0485 0447 0399 0532 0511
4 0436 0409 0511 0484 0447 0400 0533 0510
1 0435 0.409 0511 0483 0446 0401 0534 0.509
Desful 2 0434 0411 0512 0482 0445 0402 0535 0.508
3 0433 0412 0513 0481 0445 0403 0536 0.508
4 0432 0413 0514 0481 0444 0403 0537  0.507
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Table 6- Statistical metrics of MLP-PSO model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD (a8 Ll gy yoliiods MLP-PSO Juo &1 (63959 (sW0315 (5, gl -5 Jgua

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS

1 0.637 0312 0403 0721 0652 0298 0387 0.743
Abadan 2 0.637 0313 0404 0721 0651 0298 0388 0.742
3 0.636 0313 0404 0719 0651 0298 0389 0.742
4 0.635 0314 0404 0719 0651 0299 0389 0.741
1 0.634 0315 0405 0719 0650 0299 0391 0.740
Ahvaz 2 0.635 0316 0406 0718 0.649 0300 0392 0.739
3 0.633 0316 0407 0.718 0.648 0300 0393  0.738
4 0.632 0316 0408 0717 0647 0301 0394 0.737
1 0.632 0316 0409 0717 0646 0301 0395 0.736
Bostan 2 0.631 0317 0410 0716 0645 0301 0396 0.735
3 0.630 0317 0411 0715 0644 0302 0397 0.734
4 0.629 0317 0412 0714 0643 0302 0398 0.733
. 1 0.629 0318 0413 0713 0642 0303 0398 0.732
Masjedsoleyman 2 0.628 0319 0414 0712 0642 0304 0399 0.731
3 0.627 0321 0415 0711 0641 0306 0401 0.731
4 0.627 0322 0416 0709 0.639 0305 0402 0.731
1 0.626 0323 0417 0708 0.640 0305 0402 0.729
Bandare- 2 0.625 0324 0418 0706 0.638 0307 0402 0.728
Mahshahr 3 0.624 0325 0418 0705 0.640 0308 0402 0.727
4 0.623 0326 0419 0704 0.638 0309 0402 0.727
1 0.622 0327 0419 0703 0636 0309 0403 0.726
Safiabad 2 0.621 0328 0419 0702 0635 0311 0403 0.725
3 0.621 0329 0421 0701 0.634 0311 0404 0.724
4 0.620 0331 0421 0701 0633 0312 0405 0.723
1 0.619 0332 0422 0701 0632 0313 0406 0.722
Dezful 2 0.618 0332 0422 0699 0631 0314 0406 0.721
3 0.617 0333 0423 0698 0630 0315 0407 0.721
4 0.616 0334 0424 0697 0629 0316 0408 0.721
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Table 7- Statistical metrics of MLP-ARIMA model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD yad Wi (g yivs jolieds MLP-ARIMA (64 s Joold 49 (639,9 (sW03I5 (5 b gl - Jgua

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS
1 0746 0211 0324 0834 0801 0201 0302 0867
Abadan 2 0746 0211 0325 0833 0801 0201 0303 0.866
3 0745 0212 0325 0832 0.801 0201 0304 0.865
4 0744 0213 0326 0832 0799 0202 0304 0.865
1 0.743 0213 0327 0831 0.798 0203 0305 0.865
Ahvaz 2 0742 0213 0328 0831 0.798 0204 0306 0.864
3 0741 0215 0329 0831 0.798 0205 0307 0.863
4 0740 0214 0330 0830 0.797 0206 0308 0.862
1 0739 0217 0331 0830 0.796 0206 0308 0.861
Bostan 2 0738 0217 0332 0829 0.795 0207 0309 0.861
3 0738 0218 0333 0828 0.794 0207 0309 0.860
4 0738 0219 0334 0827 0.793 0208 0311  0.859
1 0737 0221 0335 0827 0.792 0209 0312 0858
Masjedsoleyman 2 0736 0223 0336 0826 0.791 0209 0313  0.858
3 0735 0224 0337 0825 0.791 0210 0314 0.857
4 0734 0225 0338 0824 0.790 0211 0315 0.857
1 0.733 0227 0339 0823 0.789 0211 0315 0.856
Bandare- 2 0732 0227 0340 0822 0.788 0212 0316 0.855
Mahshahr 3 0731 0228 0341 0821 0787 0212 0317 0.854
4 0730 0229 0342 0820 0.786 0213 0318 0.853
1 0729 0231 0343 0820 0.786 0213 0319 0.852
Safiabad 2 0729 0232 0344 0820 0.785 0214 0320 0.851
3 0.728 0233 0345 0819 0.784 0215 0321 0.850
4 0.727 0234 0346 0818 0.784 0216 0322  0.849
1 0726 0235 0346 0817 0.783 0217 0323 0.849
Desful 2 0.725 0236 0347 0816 0.782 0218 0324  0.848
3 0.724 0237 0348 0815 0781 0218 0325 0.847
4 0723 0238 0349 0814 0780 0219 0326 0.847
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Table 8- Statistical metrics of MLP-PSO-ARIMA model input data for FDSD prediction
FDSD ol ot viws jokieds MLP-PSO-ARIMA (5o o Joboly8 4 (6399 (sW031> (5 bl gl A Joi>

Station Combination Test Dataset Train Dataset
number R MAE RMSE NS R MAE RMSE NS
1 0948 0.102 0.156 0959 0972 0087 0.104 0986
Abadan 2 0947 0.103  0.157 0958 0972 0.087 0.104 0.985
3 0947 0.104 0.158 0958 0.971 0088 0.105 0.984
4 0947 0.104 0.159 0958 0.970 0.088 0.106 0.983
1 0946 0.104 0.159 0957 0.970 0089 0.107 0.982
Ahvaz 2 0.945 0.105 0.159 0956 0.969 0.091 0.108 0.981
3 0.944 0.106 0.161 0955 0.968 0.092 0.109 0.981
4 0943 0.107 0.162 0954 0967 0092 0.111 0.980
1 0942 0.108 0.163 00953 0967 0093 0.112 0980
Bostan 2 0942 0.108 0.164 0952 0.966 0.093 0.112 0.979
3 0941 0.109 0.165 0951 0.965 0.094 0.112 0.979
4 0940 0.110  0.166 0950 0.965 0.095 0.112 0.978
1 0939 0.111 0.167 0949 0964 0096 0.113 0978
Masjedsoleyman 2 0938 0.112  0.168 0948 0.963 009 0.114 0.976
3 0937 0.112  0.169 0947 0962 0.097 0.115 0.976
4 0937 0.113  0.169 0946 0961 0.098 0.116 0.975
1 0936 0.114 0.170 0946 0.960 0099 0.116 0974
Bandare- 2 0935 0.115 0.171 0945 0960 0.101 0.116 0.973
Mahshahr 3 0934 0.115 0.172 0944 0959 0.102 0.117 0972
4 0934 0.116 0.173 0943 0958 0.103 0.118 0.971
1 0933 0.117 0.174 0942 0958 0.104 0.119 0.970
Safiabad 2 0932 0.117 0.175 0942 0.957 0.105 0.121  0.969
3 0931 0.118 0.176 0941 0.957 0.106 0.121  0.969
4 0930 0.119 0.177 0941 0956 0.106 0.121  0.968
1 0930 0.120 0.178 0939 0.955 0.107 0.122 0.968
Desful 2 0929 0.121  0.179 0938 0.954 0.108 0.123  0.967
3 0928 0.121  0.180 0937 0953 0.109 0.124  0.965
4 0927 0122 0.81 0937 0953 0.111 0.124 0964

Jueld Y b8 5 YU ol 51 Sl 00 sl Sig ) X
MLP-PSO-ARIMA 55,55 3618 — yule 65 (s poud
o Sl Sl d g oaldl sl Jue plo b awlie
duslie 50 (gow j1 D) FDSD ad s s i jolaieds o
slajgy Slghd padld odd (ot g eadotalie plie (S0l
2 Al b lojoyes 3 liwjes bl )3 Jlé g Gloglo L ol e
oSl Gplp e (28 Jed S d osesl el
Ol Wl odd Swin g oad sdalie Jloj sla gy
b Slicre (le (owypdige e don oS €8 dox

Llod S Laas

MLP- (ARIMA MLP slaJ0 3,Slos duwlio —Y-Y
2 yud Jaol 8 L MLP-ARIMA 3 ARIMA-PSO PSO

MLP-PSO-ARIMA &5 daw
Slalyd (adls ol o i g sddodalie pdlie @ o)led S
o9il leedls 1) Sl g 05 sk b el (slajs,
&S ygblen amd o i liwjes il 3 ysSRe (slaolSiiw]
5 oddodaline pilie le dlaly sl jasuie S5 ) 0
b (ad bwg liwjes Glisl loolRi] don )3 0dd (o
Ghpud Jde ol a8 S G180 D5y oy dxyd FO
i plo 4w (SaSly pie L ARIMA-PSO

by g cdilbe (p 35S g pgw 9 Jol @) Sloes b abols o it
MLP-PSO-ARIMA &Baw (s pun Jaolyd ¢ blie 3 )b 1,

y =k L) cdllae g §ote 83 05Vl 5 (SWSTy (2308 L

IFeT Jke o) 2 lowd (oS 5 Comm Jlw ¢y ! O palio Ciligios
Volume 21, No. 1, Spring 2025 (IR-WRR)

VoY



MLEP- PSO-

ARIMA
Abadan
v ‘
P of ;
o AN
MLP- ARIMA \. ARIMA- PSO
, 4
o oan MW
\ e ,,\l 0.394 ——R
A | ] .0-'"0'.- :l <voes MAE
1y I: :
S e3siy — o= RMSE
(I %
0312 " N etal — -NS
‘\ r -~ : \'.: 4 ,'/
MLP- PSO SN ARIMA
- 0.356
MLP-PSO-
ARIMA
MLP
/',\
77
L ]
MLP- ARIMA 2 /7
& ooz MM
|\ L =gy 0398
RERLE2RNE:
. 1 i
| ge 03840
0315 ¢, N'e L0
‘ - ~ "" <
[ - N e
MLP-PSO )
o /035
MLP
MLP- PSO-
ARIMA
A Bandare-mahshahr
L]
//
[ ] , ‘
MLP- ARIMA ARIMA- PSO
2’ 0.114 \
{ o \e
| =4 0.402 -8 =R
.‘ ] ?..q E| «+® -MAE
‘| 0305 — o= RMSE
0323 0 ? -8 NS
‘,-. g ST
= N e
MLP- PSO ~ N ) ARIMA
0.373
MLP

VEOE Lo ) 0,oud (055 5 Comnt Sl 3] p2] O @il Coliions
Volume 21, No. 1, Spring 2025 (IR-WRR)
V¥

ARIMA- PSO

ARIMA

Ahvaz

- =R
««@+MAE

= RMSE
NS



MLP- PSO-

ARIMA
Bostan
/',\
% AN
MLP- ARIMA /7 ARIMA- PSO
% 0.108
0.217 \
\ L ey 0398 - =R
| I’ | e gl, +«0:+MAE
1 “: 0.387 ¢ —o= RMSE
0316, a, o - NS
AR
. ~ Nt o
MLP- PSO N '/ ARIMA
N 0364
MLP- PSO-
ARIMA
Dezful MLP
/"'\
7 {
MLP- ARIMA ARIMA- PSO
0.12
0235 \
|‘ R —-R
\ 5 :' -0+ MAE
1 0402 ] —o= RMSE
0.332 b« 3‘ a’ NS
L
R P
MLP- PSO ~ .‘v: ARIMA
0.379
MLP- PSO-
ARIMA
Masjed-soleyman
MLP ,.'\ L Y
R
MLP- ARIMA 7 ARIMA- PSO
7, 0.111 \
f 0.221 v
. -0 04 =0 =R
l ] o f‘ @ *MAE
MLP- PSO- ; :
ARIMA ’5' 0.391 -', = o= RMSE
Safiabad 0323 h S % =0 N§
o,\ P [ /
/ \ \ % .
Vs R MLP- PSO ~ ARIMA
o’ * 7 0368
MLP- ARIMA 7 \ ARIMA- PSO
f, 0.17
{0231
= =] 0.406 —0-R
\ Y N ﬁ" MLP
R I +40+sMAE
1 lgl 0.398 '; — o= RMSE
0327 ‘1 Yo 4 - NS
o™ \ " /
MLP- PSO < \: * ARIMA
0.376
MLP

Fig. 4- Comparison of the goodness-of-fit indices for Khuzestan stations-first combination number
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Fig. 5- Comparative analysis of observed and predicted FDSD values across MLP, ARIMA, MLP-PSO, ARIMA-
PSO, MLP-ARIMA models, and the triple-hybrid MLP-PSO-ARIMA metamodel
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Table 9- Statistical test comparing mean values of observed and predicted FDSD time series
FDSD a8 LS 04 Sy 9 Fdliie Sloj (5w nile dumlilo (19051 -4 Jgar

Average t-statistic
MLP- MLP-
MLP-  ARIMA- MLP- MLP-  ARIMA- MLP-
Station Observed PSO- ARIMA MLP PSO- ARIMA MLP
ARIMA PSO PSO ARIMA PSO PSO
ARIMA ARIMA
1. Abadan 0.923 0.918 0.903 0.771 0.885  0.801 0803  2.334 2221 1.854 2128 2007 2011
2. Ahvaz 0.909 0.902 0.891 0.748 0.872 0796 0802  2.321 2.127 1.702 2113 1956  2.008
3. Bostan 0.902 0.900 0.883 0.723 0.803  0.782 0796  2.224 2.106 1.603 2052 1852  1.991
4. Masjed-
0.896 0.893 0.845 0.711 0.801 0756 0785  2.125 2.101 1.502 2.041 1.803  1.893
soleyman
5. Bandare- 0.891 0.887 0.832 0.706 0779 0732 0741  2.110 2.004 1.428 2.001 1703 1.724
Mahshahr
6. Safiabad 0.882 0.874 0.802 0.701 0775 0728 0732 2.025 2.001 L111 1995  1.621  1.625
7. Dezful 0.875 0.871 0.801 0.699 0734 0702 0709  2.007 1.998 1.004 1.956  1.541  1.620
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1- Standardized Precipitation Index

2- Sand and Dust Storms

3- Life Satisfaction

4-  Adaptive Neuro-Fuzzy Inference System

5- Model-Agnostic Interpretation

6- Bat Algorithm

7- Distribution Coefficient

8- Radial Basis Function

9- Seasonal AutoRegressive Integrated Moving

Average

10- Differential Evolution

11- Frequency of Dust Storm Days

12- Optimization

13- Swarm Intelligence

14- Ant Colony Optimization

15- Particle Swarm Optimization

16- Artificial Bee Colony Algorithm

17- Firefly Algorithm
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