oly! of aale wlidsd
Iran-Water Resources
Research

Ethics-Based Water Governance
Framework: Challenges and Reform
Suggestions for Iran's Water Structure

H. Baseri Baghsiyah!, M. Zarghami’, S. M.
Hosseini**

Abstract

In recent decades, the water crisis has been recognized as one of the
most significant global challenges at local, national, and international
levels. The decline of renewable water resources, increasing demand,
climate change, and inefficient management have given rise to
numerous issues in the water resources governance. In this context,
ethics-as a long-neglected component within water governance
structures-can serve as a key to unlock fair, participatory, and
sustainable approaches to managing this vital resource. This study
aimed to examine the ethical challenges in water governance and water
structure in Iran by analyzing both international and national
experiences and through interviews with domestic experts. It also
proposed reform measures and policy recommendations. This research
adopted a qualitative methodology and the data collected through a
review of library-based documents and interviews with 14 experts. The
interviews were then analyzed using MAXQDA 2020 software. The
process included transcription, summarization, coding, and ultimately
and thematic analysis. Unlike many studies that focus on technical
matters, this research explored the structural and institutional aspects
of ethical concepts and water governance frameworks. The findings
indicated that ethical challenges in water governance fall into five
categories: social, economic, cultural, environmental, and structural.
In response to these challenges, several policy proposals were
presented. These included the preparation of a «National Water
Report», the drafting of a «National Report on Institutional Conflicts
of Interest in Water Governance», the establishment of a «Monitoring
Body for Conflicts of Interest in the Water and Environmental
Sectors», the formation of «Provincial Water Participation Councilsy,
the creation of «Interdisciplinary Water Governance Committees, the
launch of a «National Water Transparency Platform», the proposal for
an «Institutional Redesign of Water Resources Based on Reverse
Engineering of Successful Past Structures», and the promotion of
«ethical and social values in water governance through public
education programs». The results ahowed that practical attention to
ethical principles in water governance is essential to minimizing
challenges across various aspects of sustainable water development
and can serve as a roadmap for overcoming the current water crisis.
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Table 1- Meaningful units and extracted codes and themes
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Table 1 (Continued)- Meaningful units and extracted codes and themes
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Table 1 (Continued)- Meaningful units and extracted codes and themes
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Fig. 6- Water ethical challenges model based on the water ethics charter
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Table 2 (Continued)- Proposed policies for water structure reform
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1- Integrated Water Resources Management
2- Water Ethics Charter

3- Global Water Governance

4- UN Sustainable Development Goals

5- Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development

6- Global Charter of Water Ethics

7- Daegu

8- Bellagio Principles on Valuing Water

9- Water Ethics

10- Valuing Water

11- Water Stewardship

12- The Santa Fe River

13- Qualitative Approach

14- Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
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